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Introduction

'The Sunol AgPark is a dynamic outdoor environment that offers San Francisco Bay Area students
a unique opportunity to learn about sustainable agriculture in the context of a regionally-
important watershed. 'The Sunol AgPark is located on 18 acres of land in the Sunol Valley
owned by the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission (SFPUC) and leased by Sustainable
Agriculture Education (SAGE). The Sunol AgPark was created from the mutual interest of
SAGE and the SFPUC in developing an entity that integrates sustainable agriculture, natural
resource stewardship, and public education about the Sunol Valley. The SFPUC is an agency

of the City and County of San Francisco that provides water to 2.5 million Bay Area residents,
and power and wastewater services to San Francisco. The SFPUC owns 40,000 acres in the
Alameda Creek Watershed, for water supply purposes. SAGE is a nonprofit organization based
in Berkeley, with a mission to develop urban edge agriculture and engage diverse populations
with the sustainable agriculture movement.

Farming in the Watershed is a new curriculum that introduces Sunol AgPark visitors to the
concept of stewardship, and provides a framework for on-site experiential education. The
curriculum investigates the unique resources of the AgPark site, including the historic Sunol
Water Temple, the Arroyo de la Laguna creek, and three working organic farms. The confluence
of these and other diverse elements at the AgPark encourage student inquiry into the relationship
between farming, food, water, and culture. Farming in the Watershed is organized into the
following three units:

Unit 1: Stewarding the Sunol Valley Through Time

'This unit explores the relationship between the Sunol Valley’s human inhabitants and the
landscape over time. Activities include: drawing the Sunol Water Temple, building a model
water system, and investigating the history of AgPark crops.

Unit 2: Stewardship Through Farming and Eating

'This unit explores the connections between healthy farms, healthy food, and healthy
communities, focusing on the AgPark farms. Activities include interviewing a farmer, observing
insect diversity, and helping a farmer.

Unit 3: Stewardship From Urban to Wild Landscapes
'This unit explores the relationship between the AgPark and the surrounding environment.
Activities include building a model watershed, exploring creek diversity, and taking soil samples.

Each unit contains six lessons which focus on two or three key objectives. Visiting teachers are
encouraged to select lessons which best complement their classroom teaching. The lessons are
linked to California Academic Standards for grades 4-8 (see Appendix for more information).

Farming in the Watershed was designed to stimulate students’ visions of a healthy, just, and
sustainable future by challenging them to explore their roles as stewards—of their own health,

their watersheds, and their communities.

Farming in the Watershed | SageCenter.org 6
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Welcome Tour

BIG IDEA

'The Sunol AgPark is an example of a new
kind of farm, called an “AgPark”, where
multiple tenants farm on public land and
contribute to natural resource stewardship and
public education efforts. The Sunol AgPark

is in a place with a rich history, and is home
to multiple organic farms that grow a wide
diversity of crops for different markets.

BAC KG ROUND Photo: Lisa Lombardo
Sunol Water Temple facts:
* Built in 1910 by William Bourn II, president OBJECTIVES
of the Spring Valley Water Company, and Students will
designed by Willis Polk, a famous architect, * Identify 2-4 unique features of the Sunol
to celebrate an important source of water, AgPark.
and the city’s water supply. * Describe ways they can be good
* At the time of the temple’s construction, stewards.
half of the water used in San Francisco * Explore the significance of the Water
came from the East Bay and ran through Temple.
the temple. Today only 15 percent of San
Francisco’s water comes from the East Bay, MATERIALS
and it runs through underground pipes * Relief map (California or SF Bay Area)
rather than the temple. * Map of the Sunol AgPark, including
farm plots, roads, drinking water, and

* Fashioned after the Temple of Vesta at

Tivoli outside of Rome, Italy ba_throoms _
* Clipboards, pencils, and AgPark

* The quotes engraved on the temple: Isaiah scavenger hunt worksheet for each

41:18: “I will make the wilderness a pool of student pair

water and the dry lands springs of water.”

and Psalm 46:4: “The streams whereof shall TIME REQUIRED

make glad the city.” 45 minutes
* Seriously damaged in the Loma Prieta

earthquake of 1989, restored in 2001 with GROUP SIZE

support from the local community. The Half of the class, students in pairs

restoration won the prestigious Preservation

Design award from the California ADAPTED FROM

Preservation Foundation. Original

Farming in the Watershed | SageCenter.org 8
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Introductory Tour of the Sunol AgPark

PROCEDURE

When all the students and chaperones have
arrived at the temple, gather them together
and welcome them to the AgPark. Have
AgPark instructors introduce themselves.
Divide the large group into smaller groups of
15 and move to agreed-upon areas on opposite
sides of the temple.

PART 1: Welcome and Overview (5 min)
1. Briefly introduce yourself and your
relationship to the Sunol AgPark. Wear a

name tag.
2. Outline the day’s plan.

3. Agree on safety and behavior guidelines:
stay on the roads, stay with the group,
don’t touch any farm equipment or eat
crops without permission.

4. Tell students that they’re still in a
classroom today, but the earth is the floor

and the sky is the ceiling.

5. Demonstrate the signal you’ll use to
assemble the group or to get their attention
(e.g. whistle, deer’s ears, raised hand, clap
and response).

6. Point out the toilets, and give them a
chance to go before getting started.

7. Let the rest of the students explore the
temple, being careful not to disturb the
other group(s).

PART I1: Partner pairing and introduction fo
“stewardship” (10 min)

1. Gather students in a circle. Tell them
they’ll be working in pairs, each named
after a different farm animal, which you
will give them. They are to find their
partner by making the sound their animal
makes, with their eyes closed, until they
find the other person making the same

sound.
Farming in the Watershed | SageCenter.org
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2. Have students close their eyes while you
go around the circle and quietly give
them their animals. Ask students to pay
close attention to the sounds, smells, and
teelings they notice while they wait.

3. Give students a few minutes to find their
partners.

4. Give each pair a clipboard, pencil and
worksheet, and give teams three minutes
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Introductory Tour of the Sunol AgPark

to brainstorm “What makes a healthy
Earth?” and “What makes a healthy you?”

on their worksheets.

. Take two minutes to discuss their ideas,
and explain that they are here today to
learn about stewardship, which means the
responsibility of caring for ourselves, each
other, and the planet.

PART I11: The Water Temple in Context (5-7

minutes)

1. Use a relief map to point out the AgPark
location, and its significance within

the larger region (e.g. Alameda Creek
watershed is an important source of
drinking water for the region.)

. Tell students that the Temple was built

in this place because it’s at the confluence
of three water sources: Alameda Creek,
Arroyo de La Laguna, and the Pleasanton
wells.

. Ask students to share what they know
about temples.

. Ask students to walk around the temple
with their partner transcribing the quote
at the top, and to take two minutes to
brainstorm the meaning of the quote and
how the quote relates to farming today.
If time allows, ask a couple of groups to
share.

PART IV: Scavenger Hunt (20-25 minutes)

1. Remind students to carry their lunches

and water, and to stay hydrated. Give
students an opportunity to get their
lunches from the bus or cars, if needed.

. Once you enter the AgPark gate, gather

the students in a circle.

. Briefly introduce the AgPark, breaking it

down into “agricultural” and “park.”

Farming in the Watershed | SageCenter.org
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4. Give a brief overview of the AgPark

(18 acres, multiple farms, the types of
produce grown).

. Explain that they are going on a

scavenger hunt; they will be like
detectives to discover facts about this
special place.

. Lead students on a tour of the farm,

allowing them to stop to check things
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